
A MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATION FOR LEADERS  
IN THE TRANSPORTATION COMMUNITY

1000 Friends of Oregon
AAA Oregon/Idaho
American Council of Engineering Companies
American Planning Association (Oregon Chapter)
American Society of Civil Engineers (Oregon Section)
Associated General Contractors
Associated Oregon Industries
Association of Oregon Counties 
BNSF Railway 
Business Oregon 
Central Oregon Interg overnmental  

Council/Cascades East Transit
City of Beaverton
City of Bend
City of Gresham 
City of Hillsboro
City of Portland
City of West Linn
City of Wilsonville
Clackamas County 
Coos Siskiyou Shippers
Drive Oregon
John Watt Associates
Lane Council of Governments
Lane Transit District
League of Oregon Cities 
Metro 
Mid-Willamette Valley Council of Governments
Multnomah County Transportation Division
Northwest Cement Council
Northwest Container Service
Oregon Airport Management Assoc.
Oregon Business Council
Oregon Concrete & Aggregate Producers Assoc.
Oregon Department of Aviation
Oregon Department of Land Conservation & Development
Oregon Department of Transportation 
Oregon Environmental Council 
Oregon International Port of Coos Bay
Oregon Public Ports Association 
Oregon Rail Users’ League
Oregon Refuse and Recycling Assoc.
Oregon Shipping Group
Oregon State Building & Construction Trades Council
Oregon Transit Association 
Oregon Travel Experience
Oregon Trucking Association 
Port of Portland 
Ride Connection
State Street Solutions
Summit Strategies
The Street Trust (formerly Bicycle Transportation Alliance)
Thorn Run Partners
Transportation for America  
TriMet 
Union Pacific Railroad
Washington County
Western State Petroleum Assoc.

A FRAMEWORK 
FOR INVESTMENT
2017 TRANSPORTATION FUNDING  
AND POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
Oregon’s transportation system is at a crossroads. Our roads  
are crumbling. Freight movement faces serious bottlenecks. Many  
bridges need reinforcement to withstand earthquakes. Our public 
transit agencies are unable to keep up with demand for service. Some 
rural communities do not have access to essential services. Many  
Oregonians are unable to safely walk or bicycle in their neighborhoods. 
Past transportation decisions have not adequately considered impacts 
on public health and environment. Federal funding is more and more 
tenuous, and instead of financing new projects, a large portion of  
current funds must pay off earlier investments. 

A safe and reliable transportation system provides a critical foundation 
for our prosperity and quality of life. Increased investment in the  
transportation system will improve the health and economic  
wellbeing of Oregonians. 

For these reasons, the Oregon Transportation Forum respectfully offers 
the following framework for investment to the 2017 Oregon Legislature. 
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• The highway portion of the 2017 Transportation Package 
needs to be significantly larger than the Jobs and  
Transportation Act of 2009 (JTA).

• The first $300 m
illion in funding should com

e from
 a  

com
bination of gas tax/user fee increases and equivalent 

truck taxes.

• $300 m
illion is inadequate and the sources of revenue 

need to be diversified/expanded beyond those  
traditionally utilized.

INVESTM
ENT

• M
aintain the 50/30/20 form

ula for allocation of statewide 
highway trust fund revenues am

ong ODOT, counties and 
cities and refrain from

 preem
pting local governm

ents’ 
ability to raise revenue for transportation.

• Prioritize the m
aintenance, rehabilitation and operations  

of existing transportation facilities.

• Provide additional investm
ent, am

eliorating congestion  
in the Portland m

etropolitan region, investing in  
infrastructure solutions at key highway bottlenecks  
and m

ulti-m
odal solutions.

• Index the gas tax for fuel efficiency.

• Better align ownership of and responsibility for  
transportation facilities with state vs. local interests  
and users of the system

.

• Keep Congestion M
itigation and Air Quality Im

provem
ent 

(CM
AQ)  recipients whole.

TRANSIT OPERATIONS
• A new state and/or local revenue source for transit needs 

to be included in the transportation package.

• Establish fund to assist transit providers in m
atching  

federal grants.

• Look at tools like incom
e tax surcharge, payroll tax  

on em
ployees (where exist today), tax to recreational 

m
arijuana sales, cigarette tax and/or increase to share  

of lawnm
ower fund.

• Im
plem

ent, statewide, a payroll tax applied to both 
em

ployers and em
ployees for the purpose of financing 

transit operations. Include m
easures to m

itigate regressive 
im

pact on low incom
e Oregonians.

SAFETY/SEISM
IC

• Set a statutory goal of zero serious traffic and work zone  
injuries and fatalities by 2035, establish a task force to  
define shared safety goals focus on policy, roadway  
im

provem
ents, outreach, and enforcem

ent.

• Expand Safe Routes to School program
 to build safe  

places to walk, bike, and access transit to school;  
prioritize com

pletion of Safe Routes to School Plans.

• Identify new revenues for biking and walking safety  
projects inside and outside the highway right of way.

• Prioritize investm
ent in infrastructure to allow for  

rescue and recovery following a m
ajor earthquake.

• Retrofit transportation infrastructure to enhance  
safety during a m

ajor seism
ic event.

OTHER M
ODES

• Restore ConnectOregon to a m
inim

um
 $100 m

illion 
funding level per biennium

.

• Provide state general fund dollars or a dedicated funding 
source sufficient to operate and m

aintain Am
trak Cas-

cades service after loss of federal funding.

TRANSIT CAPITAL
• Provide state financed funding to help m

aintain and  
expand transit capital investm

ents including but not lim
ited 

to buses, bus rapid transit, streetcars and light rail, prioritiz-
ing based on equity, geographic coverage and ridership. 

ENVIRONM
ENTAL 

STEW
ARDSHIP

• Support the purchase of zero em
ission electric vehicles. 

• Increase state funding for planning and projects that 
achieve greenhouse gas em

issions reduction goals.

TRANSIT
• Launch a statewide youth transit program

 and im
proved 

transit service that expand youth access to schools, jobs 
and other opportunities.

• Provide incentives for approving local revenue m
easures. 

Transit agency could qualify for local em
ployee payroll tax 

if it approves an em
ployer payroll tax.

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRUST
• Ensure ODOT m

anagem
ent structure and spending  

decisions are transparent and accountable to Oregonians.

• Utilize principles from
 project prioritization, least cost 

planning and practical design.



OBJECTIVES
JOBS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY

• Put Oregonians to work creating cutting-edge multimodal  
transportation networks to connect people to jobs, attract  
new talent, and compete on a global scale. 

• Address costly and time-consuming bottlenecks and improve  
connections to ports and inner-modal connectors to better  
serve agriculture, forestry, manufacturing and other key  
Oregon industries. 

SAFETY AND RESILIENCY

• To keep goods and people moving safely and reliably, maintain  
the transportation system in a state of good repair, and increase  
its resiliency and recovery to natural disasters. 

LIVABLE COMMUNITIES

• Improve public health, air quality and community vitality  
by making our neighborhoods walkable and bikeable and  
improving access to transit. 

• Serve Oregonians throughout the state without regard to age, 
race, disability, or income. 

HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

• Reduce transportation-related pollution, preserve our natural  
environment, and make our transportation system more resilient  
to the impacts of climate change. 

PRINCIPLES
• Invest in all transportation modes that move people and freight. 

• Prioritize investments in preservation and maintenance. 

• Ensure adequate funding to operate our transportation systems.

• Support local governments by providing additional funding  
and preserving local authority.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President
Drew Hagedorn
Oregon Transit Association

Vice President
Randy Tucker
Metro

Treasurer
Bob Russell
Oregon Trucking Assoc.

Immediate Past President
Craig Campbell
AAA Oregon/Idaho

Mike Eliason
Associated Oregon Counties

Tom Barrows
BNSF Railway

Erik Kancler
City of Bend

Gwenn Baldwin
City of Beaverton

Chris Hagerbaumer
Oregon Environmental Council

Mary Kyle McCurdy
1000 Friends of Oregon

Mark Landauer
Oregon Public Ports Association

Kathryn Williams
Port of Portland

Gerik Kransky
The Street Trust

ABOUT THE OREGON 
TRANSPORTATION FORUM
The Oregon Transportation Forum is a private, nonprofit membership 
organization that encourages full development, maintenance and  
integration of all transportation modes, including highway, pedestrian, 
bicycle, air, transit, marine and rail, for the safe and efficient movement 
of people and products.

Images courtesy of TriMet, The Street Trust and  
the Port of Portland.


